
“I worry 
about the future a lot, 

and how I’ll be able to help 
my family survive. Sometimes 

it’s hard to stay motivated. But 
my mother supports all of  us. 

She has helped us grow strong, 
although things have been 
tough. Luckily I like school. 

Math makes me happy!” 
- Taree Mayfield , 13
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From left to right, Tajiri(13), Kelyese (9), Kamylah(9), Taree(13), 
Killiy(11), Tasir(11) are siblings and three sets of  twins! Taree 
(cover) has been invited to  represent children who are homeless 
as a new World Children’s Prize jury member. He will be 
representing the US and putting a human face to the problems 
faced by homeless children and youth. Agnes Stevens, received 
the World’s Children’s Honorary Award in 2008.

Cover StoryA message from President of  the Board, Joshua Fein
Thousands of  school aged children living throughout 
Southern California may not have a place to call home 
but, because of  you, they have School on Wheels.  
We are helping these kids succeed in school, giving 
them the educational support and confidence they 
desperately need.  In supporting their education, 
the true equalizer in life, we give these economically 
disadvantaged youth the opportunity to balance the 
playing field and give them much needed hope.  I want 
to thank all our volunteers who spend tens of  thousands of  hours tutoring 
and commuting to our students. Thank you to our School on Wheels staff  
who are so passionate about their work, to our committed Board and to 
our unparalleled and tireless Executive Director.  Your 
continued commitment to School on Wheels is making 
a real difference.

Joshua Fein
President of  the Board
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Board Members

“The Crail-Johnson Foundation is pleased to support School on Wheels 
and their much-needed programs and opportunities for deserving children 
and youth.”                 - Rachel Roth, Program Officer
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Since 1993, our mission has never wavered:  to 
enhance educational opportunities for homeless 
children from Kindergarten through  Grade 12.  
These children live in shelters, motels, group foster 
homes, cars or on the street.  We work hard to 
shrink the gaps in their learning and remove the 
barriers that stand between them and the education 
they will need to succeed.



Dear Friends,

“If  you want to go fast, go alone. If  you want to go far, go together.”  African 
proverb

Reflecting on this past year, I realize that the only way School on Wheels can 
go anywhere (fast or far!) is by partnering with you - our wonderful network 
of  volunteers, donors, supporters and friends.  Big dreams need great 
teams and we certainly have one.  Our amazing staff  and dedicated Board 
work every day to achieve our mission of  helping homeless kids with their 
education.   

2015 was another record-breaking year for us:  we tutored more students, welcomed more volunteers 
and raised more funds than ever before.  But even as we celebrate our achievements, we must continually 
commit to reaching more kids.  California has the dubious honor of  ranking number one in the number 
of  homeless children – over 526,700 children experience homelessness each year in the Golden State.  
I know with your support we can continue to find ways to bring hope and stability to more homeless 
students.  This includes students like Taree, our cover story, who lives in a shelter in Skid Row with his 
mother and five brothers and sisters in one room, sharing a toilet and shower with others.  He dreams of  
being an author, “I like writing my own stories. It takes a long time to perfect them, but that doesn’t matter 
because I have a lot of  patience. If  I make it as an author, first I’ll help my family and then other homeless 
people.”  May Taree’s dreams come true.

Our annual report is a reflection of  your generosity …. your treasure, talent, time and spirit.  I know that 
with your partnership and commitment, we will go far.  I am honored to take this journey with you.  As 
always, thank you from the bottom of  my heart.

With deep appreciation,

ANOTHER RECORD 
BREAKING YEAR
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“We are proud to partner with School on Wheels who provide tutors for our students and run a 
Digital Learning Center at SHIELDS for Families, where students learn to integrate technology into 
their everyday learning after school.”                - Kathryn Icenhower, PhD, Chief  Executive Officer 

A letter from Executive Director, Catherine Meek

Catherine Meek, Executive Director

Kevin Bacon visited our learning center

Student performs at our talent show

Award winning student tutor



PROGRAM 
RESULTS
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“The children not only receive academic support, but they also have an opportunity to develop their 
computer skills. Most homeless children would not have this opportunity without the School on Wheels 
online tutoring program.”      - Cathie Alter (pictured above), School on Wheels tutor 

Reaching More Students Than Ever 

• We launched three Digital Learning Centers; reached 620 students 
with computer-based adaptive learning programs; and tutored 174 
students through our Online Tutoring program. 

• Distributed 4,162 brand-new backpacks filled with school supplies -- 
important tools for kids who have nowhere to keep their “stuff.”

• Partnered with LAUSD and FAME to provide 3,000 bus tokens for 
parents to get our students to and from school. 

• Awarded scholarships to 19 students.  

• Presented the Presidential Service Award to 124 remarkable tutors.

• Became certified as a Service Enterprise by Points of  Light 
Foundation, the world’s largest organization dedicated to volunteer 
service.

2,223
Volunteers

4,162
Backpacks

19
ScholarshipsStudents

3,491 794
Digital 

Learning

Our volunteers tutored in almost 300 locations in six counties throughout  Southern California.   Every week, our amazing tutors give of  
themselves and their time going to a shelter, a library or a book store to encourage their students to learn. They provide friendship, stability 
and support at a time of  darkness and chaos in their students’ lives. They are truly changing those lives.   

Since having a tutor:

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Child put more effort into school work

Completes more homework

Spends more time on educational activities

Attitude has improved of  parents have seen positive changes in their child

of  students believe that School on Wheels has been 
a good experience

of  parents saw improvement in either Math, 
Reading or Writing grades

of  students reported that they try harder 
to do well in school
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COLLEGE 
BOUND

“William C. Bannerman Foundation is a proud supporter of  the great work that School on 
Wheels does.”                - Elliot Ponchick, President

“Where you are right now does not mean you will be there forever.”  Chynna Lloyd 
Fewer than 25% of  homeless students graduate from high school.  Our students are working hard to change that statistic.

After Tatiana, her mom, and her little brother 
ran from an abusive relationship, they stayed 
at more homeless shelters than they can 
remember.   
   School on Wheels tutor Disha Patel met a 
shy Tatiana when she was in ninth grade, 
at a shelter in Ventura County. Tatiana was 
gifted in math and art but not really inter-
ested in school. 
   “I thought our situation was too compli-
cated, with no money or home. What was the 
point of  school? I would never get to go to 
college. So why even try?”  
  Disha kept Tatiana motivated to study and 
helped her get into an art summer program. 
Over the years they researched colleges and 
visited campuses as Disha kept reinforcing 
the importance and possibility of  college. 
In eleventh grade, the family found a studio 
apartment, and Tatiana Obukhova is now a 
freshman, studying Animation at the Cali-
fornia College of  the Arts. Tatiana received 
several scholarships including one from 
School on Wheels.

When School on Wheels tutor Katie Balderas met 
Chynna in 2009, Chynna had already attended 
seven different schools.
    Her life was hard.  Chynna was teased because 
her clothes were old and she couldn’t  leave 
the Domestic Violence Shelter to play outside.  
Despite good grades, Chynna  had missed a lot of  
school and needed help, especially in math.  She 
was determined to go to college.  
  Katie and Chynna bonded over music and 
reading.  They focused on school and math instead 
of  Chynna’s  homelessness.   
       Seven years later, through the death of  Chynna’s 
father, and the birth of  Katie’s son, their friendship 
is especially deep.
   “Chynna is resilient, strong, and smart and it’s 
been one of  the biggest joys of  my life to know 
her.   I knew how important education is to help 
families break the cycle of  poverty, but I learned 
how poverty can make it so much harder to focus 
on education.”
   “Katie  is the type of  person we need on this 
earth. School on Wheels cares and will actually 
help you with school.  This is a great program.”
   Chynna  graduates in June.  She has numerous 
college acceptances and is planning a career in 
law.
Katie is a Policy Analyst and has a master’s degree 
in public health.

Diana Camarillo, a School on Wheels graduate, 
surprised us at a volunteer recruitment fair and 
shared her story:
  “I had been homeless for two years, living in 
different shelters, when I was matched with a 
School on Wheels tutor because I struggled with 
language arts and composition.  School on Wheels 
replaced my backpack with a beautiful new one 
and we worked together for six months before my 
family moved into permanent housing.
    I decided to work hard and get a college degree, 
so I could have a career rather than just a job.  
With financial aid and two jobs, I now have my own 
apartment and am finishing my first year at Mount 
St. Mary’s College.  
   When I was homeless, I didn’t know that college 
was an option.  But I am proud of  my achievements 
and grateful to School on Wheels for helping me to 
understand the importance of  education.”
    Diana’s tutor, Carol Yee, was thrilled to hear from 
Diana seven years later.
   “I am very proud of  her and not a bit surprised 
with her success!”

WILLIAM C. BANNERMAN 
FOUNDATION
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Thanks to you, we increased our support by 26% in 2015, with an increase of  20% in financial contributions and 64% in 
material donations.  Thanks to you, we continue to add improvements to our program services.

“Every dollar donated is maximized by the use of  volunteers and the volunteer program.  Volunteers are well trained, 
there is a great support system and you are made to feel appreciated.”                          - Katie Baldaros , Tutor

FINANCIAL
RESULTS

“School on Wheels is a joy to support.  Through strong leadership and one-on-one 
mentoring, their wonderful staff  and volunteers are making such a difference for the many 
students and families they serve.”            - Karen Presley, Program Director

Revenue: Expenses:

Program Services $1,655,817 92%
Supporting Services $84,592 5%
Fundraising $63,346 3%

TOTAL $1,803,755

Foundations $832,106 41%
Individual Donations $447,258 22%
Donated Materials $368,214 18%
Corporations/Corporate 
Foundations

$193,269 10%

Special Events $152,286 8%
Organizations $27,476 1%
Interest Income $5,139 0.3%

TOTAL $2,025,748

of  donations went 
directly to our 

programs in 2015!

92%

Foundations

Individuals

Corporations/
Foundations

Organizations

Materials
Events

Interest Income

Program 
Services

Fundraising
Supporting Services
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Gifts of   $100,000+
Delmer Clarence Kallberg Estate
Dora F. Levit Fund for People
The Eisner Foundation
S. Mark Taper Foundation 

Gifts of   $75,000+ 
Annenberg Foundation
BCM Foundation
The Mark Hughes Foundation

Gifts of  $50,000+
Universal Studios Hollywood’s 
     Discover A Star Foundation

Richard Rizika
Scott Family Foundation
Shorewood Realtors
The Walt Disney Company Foundation

Gifts of  $5,000+
Andrea Hutter
Catherine and Jarrod Phillips
Cheryl & James Furlan
Daryl Kost
Edison International
Education For Humanity USA
InSync & Bemis Balkind
J.K. Barker Foundation
Jacob Capps
Legendary Pictures, LLC
Lynn Gardner & Paul Multari
Mark B. Eskander, Attorney At Law
Melinda Lee Meyer
Picture Head, LLC
Principal Communications Group, LLC
S. C. Miller
SAGE Publications, Inc.
Shallman Communications
Shrontz Family Foundation
Skechers Foundation
Sonia Simms
St. Bernardine Of Siena Church
Steven Thomas
Wild Card Media, LLC

Gifts of  $2,000+
Anonymous
ABS Foundation, Inc.
Allison Snyder

Bobby Colomby
Carol Hannah
Chip & Sharyn Moore
Comerica Bank
Comerica Charitable Foundation
Darren & Sinead Chilton
Deacon Charitable Foundation
Donna & Scott Preston
Dorothy Patapoff
Frederick R. Weisman Philanthropic 
     Foundation
The Kleiner Cohen Foundation
Instantly
Jamie Bedner
Jennie & Erik Linthorst
Jerold & Rosemary Shinbane
John & Carolyn Marshall
Lark Ellen Lions Charities
Mitchell Leib
The Neiman Group Architects
Nathanael Parkhill
Rusty Ostboe
Santa Monica Bay Woman’s Club, Inc.
Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving
Southern California Edison 
     (Employee Contributions)
The Towbes Group, Inc.
Timothy & Rachel White
Tracy Stickney
Valley Beth Shalom Day School
Yvonne & Michael Derse

OUR 
FRIENDS

We are honored to be supported by so many long-time donors, new friends and supporters, and all our partners who believe in our mission and invested 
in our homeless students.  Our ability to serve homeless students relies on generous, committed supporters like you.  A complete listing of  our donors 
can be viewed on our web site.

Once again, thank you to our 
good friends, Bob & Kerry Morris, 

Steve & Stephanie Dahlberg, 
Glen Gerson, and Sheriff Mike 

Woodard for hosting the Annual 
Holiday Party for over 200 

students!  The staff at Paradise 
Cove Beach Cafe donate their 
time and wonderful talents to 

make this the party of the year.

BCM 
FOUNDATION

Gifts of  $30,000+
The Sharon D. Lund Foundation
The Rose Hills Foundation

Gifts of  $20,000+ 
Anonymous
American Honda Foundation
Crail-Johnson Foundation
Jackson & Jasmine George
Joseph Drown Foundation
Josh Fein & MaryJo Lauterio
The Louis & Harold Price 
     Foundation, Inc.
Sawchuk Family Foundation
Steven & Stephanie Dahlberg
Thomas Molloy

Gifts of  $10,000+ 
Beong-Soo Kim & Bonnie 
     Wongtrakool
Bowen H. & Janice Arthur McCoy 
     Charitable Foundation
Carlson Family Foundation
Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation
Catherine Meek & Al Earle
Dwight Stuart Youth Foundation
ECMC Foundation
Robert & Martha Austin
Ellen & Ben Padnos
The Looker Foundation
Mary & Mel E. Herbert
Nathan Fielder/Nathan for You
Kenneth T. & Eileen L. Norris 
     Foundation
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