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Meet Peter Pan:
Using Context Clues to Understand a Character

Reread the passages from Chapter 4 carefully.  Write what each reveals about Peter Pan.

“Save him, save him!” cried Wendy, looking with horror at the cruel sea far below.  Eventually 
Peter would dive through the air, and catch Michael just before he could strike the sea, and it was 
lovely the way he did it; but he always waited till the last moment, and you felt it was his 
cleverness that interested him and not the saving of human life.  Also he was fond of variety, and 
the sport that engrossed him one moment would suddenly cease to engage him, so there was 
always the possibility that the next time you fell he would let you go.

Indeed, sometimes when he returned he did not remember them, at least not well.  Wendy was 
sure of it.  She saw recognition come into his eyes as he was about to pass them the time of day 
and go on; once even she had to call him by name.
“I’m Wendy,” she said agitatedly.
He was very sorry.  “I say, Wendy,” he whispered to her, “always if you see me forgetting you, just 
keep on saying ‘I’m Wendy,’ and then I’ll remember.”

They had been flying apart, but they huddled close to Peter now.  His careless manner had gone 
at last, his eyes were sparkling, and a tingle went through them every time they touched his body.  
They were now over the fearsome island, flying so low that sometimes a tree grazed their feet.  
Nothing horrid was visible in the air, yet their progress had become slow and laboured, exactly as 
if they were pushing their way through hostile forces.  Sometimes they hung in the air until Peter 
had beaten on it with his fists.


