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Correcting Misplaced Modifiers

If a modifier appears in the wrong place in a sentence, the meaning of the sentence may be confusing.
A modifier that is incorrectiy placcd is called a mispiao&d modifier. In most cases a modifier should be
near the word or phrase it modifies.

Example 1: Charles saw a dog on the way to the library.

This sentence seems to say that the dog was going to the library. It’s unlikely that a dog would go to
the library. It reaily means Charles was going to the library. The sentence should be rewritten as:

On the way to the library, Chatles saw a dog.

It wouici bC cven more confusing lf thcre were two humans in th€ sentence.

Example 2: Charles saw Ava on the way to the library.

This sentence says that Ava was going to the library, which is possibie. If it was Charles who was going

to thC iibrary, the sentence wouid be ciearer l'hiS way:

On the way to the library, Chatles saw Ava.

Correct the mispiaced modifiers in the foiiowing sentences.

1. They gave a cat to my sister named Fiuffy.

2. The student was punished by the teacher WhO cheated on the test.

3. Chased by a lion, the photographcrs saw a terrified gazcllc.

4. The piiot wore a uniform to Hy the piane that was covered in goicl buttons.

5. Threc homes werc reported burncd by tl’lﬁ ﬁl’C department in Juiy
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