
Solve the Riddle!

Name:   Date: 

Write the word for each picture on the lines. 
Then make a word that solves each riddle. 
Use the letters in the boxes.
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Solve the Riddle!

Riddle 87 What is the slowest way to send a letter?

by U.S.   

Riddle 88  What has holes but holds water?

a   

s-blends



Solve the Riddle!
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Name:   Date: 

Write the word for each picture on the lines. 
Then make a word that solves each riddle. 
Use the letters in the boxes.

Solve the Riddle!

Riddle 89 What goes up and down but stays still?

Riddle 90  Why do mice need oil?

They    !

s-blends



Solve the Riddle!

Name:   Date: 

Write the word for each picture on the lines. 
Then make a word that solves each riddle. 
Use the letters in the boxes.
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Solve the Riddle!

Riddle 91  What would you get if you put butter 
on your bed? 

a bed 

Riddle 92  What does a scarecrow use to drink milk?

a   

s-blends
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Introducing the Activities 

5.  Extend learning by helping
students explore the play on
words, puns, and multiple
meanings in many of  the
riddles.

What the 
Research Says
In his book Phonics From A to Z: 
A Practical Guide, 2nd ed. 
(Scholastic, 2006), reading 
specialist Wiley Blevins notes that 
the faster children can decode 
words, and the more words they 
recognize by sight, the more 
fluent they become, leaving 
more time and energy to focus 
on comprehension (Freedman 
and Calfee, 1984; LaBerge and 
Samuels, 1974). Blevins cites 
Cunningham’s (1995) observation 
that the brain works as a “pattern 
detector.” Since blends, digraphs, 
and many vowel sounds contain 
reliable sound-spelling patterns, 
learning to recognize their common 
patterns increases and improves 
word recognition skills.
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Name:   Date: 

short a

 What f lying animal is found at baseball games?

a       

 What has two legs but can’t walk?

your           

c  a  p 
b  a  g
d  a  n  c  e
 r  a   t
m  a  s   k
    p  a  n  t   s  

b  a  c   k
m  a  p
 t  a  g
  b  a t  

Meeting the Standards—Supporting RTI
The activities in this book help meet key state and national language 
arts standards (see below), and can be used to support the Response 
to Intervention (RTI) efforts in your school. RTI, a federal initiative, 
is a three-tier intervention approach in which educators provide early 
screening and specific, targeted intervention, particularly in reading, 
for at-risk students. Conceived as a prevention model, the goal of  RTI 
is to achieve success for all students. The riddle activities offer students 
targeted practice in specific phonics skills to support their instructional 
needs and provide the repeated practice they need to attain mastery.

1. Read aloud a riddle. The example shown below asks, “What flying 
animal is found at baseball games?” Then point out the phonics focus 
at the top of the page (in this case: short a). Explain that the answer to 
this riddle is a word that features the short-a sound.

2. Review the directions. To solve the riddle, students work with words 
that contain the same sound. They identify each picture below the 
riddle, and then write the s-blend word it represents in the spaces and 
boxes provided.

3. In the Solve the Riddle! section, students  write the letters from the
boxes, in order, to spell out the solution to the riddle. In the example:
What flying animal is found at baseball games? A bat!

4. To ensure students understand how to complete the activities, have
them try solving the first one.
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Answers

Page 1
Riddle 87: by U.S. Snail 
(snow, stamp, ski, spill)
Riddle 88: a sponge  
(spoon, stove, swing, stage)

Page 2
Riddle 89: stairs  
(stem, snake, swim, spears)
Riddle 90: They squeak!  
(square, smell, skate, stick)

Page 3
Riddle 91: a bedspread  
(spring, screen, spray, squid)
Riddle 92: a straw  
(string, strap, screw)




