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Focus Question:
How does Antarctica compare to other continents?

Book Summary

Text Type: Nonfiction/Informational

Antarctica is one of the most mysterious continents, drawing both scientists and tourists to
visit. It is the coldest continent with the strongest winds, making it a dangerous place to live.
Amazing Antarctica provides students with a comprehensive look at the plant life, animal life,
and weather patterns of this incredible continent. The book can also be used to teach students
how to make inferences and draw conclusions as well as the proper use of adjectives.

The book and lesson are also available for levels M and P.

Guiding the Reading

Before Reading

Build Background
e Write the words city, state, and country on the

Lesson Essentials

Instructional Focus
0O Summarize to understand text

Q Make inferences and draw conclusions ; .
Lo . . . board. Ask students to think about where they live
Q Describe information provided by captions and have them share their answers with a partner.
O Segment syllables Then, call on volunteers to share with the class the
Q Identify and use words with initial name of their city, state, and country. Record their
consonant st-blends answers on the board.
Q Recognize and use adjectives * Place students into groups. Give each group a blank

map of the seven continents, along with the name
of each continent. Have students work together to
match each continent name with the corresponding
continent on the map.

e Discuss with students which continent they live
on. Then point out Antarctica, the southernmost

0 Understand the purpose boldface words

Materials

Q Book: Amazing Antarctica
(copy for each student)

Q Make inferences / draw conclusions, initial continent. Invite students to share everything they
consonant st-blends, adjectives worksheets know about Antarctica and write their ideas on the
Q Discussion cards board. Explain that students will be reading about

the continent of Antarctica and what scientists have

Q Book qui
quiz observed there.

Q Retelling rubric
Introduce the Book

Vocabulary ¢ Give students their copy of Amazing Antarctica.
Boldface vocabulary words also appear Guide them to the front and back covers and read
in a pre-made lesson for this title on the title. Have students discuss what they see on
VocabularyA-Z.com. the covers. Encourage them to offer ideas as to

what type of book it is (genre, text type, and

so on) and what it might be about.

* Words to Know e Show students the title page. Discuss the information
Story critical: continents (n.), on the page (title of book, author’s name).
dangerous (adj.), frozen (adj.), globe (n.),
protect (v.), scientists (n.)

¢ High-frequency words: can, come, work

Introduce the Reading Strategy:
Summarize

Explain to students that one way to understand and
remember information in a book is to summarize
paragraphs, sections, or chapters as they read. Explain
that a summary is a brief overview of the most
important information in the text. Emphasize that the
summary usually tells who, what, when, where, and
why about a topic. Have students close their eyes as you
read page 7 aloud. Ask them to summarize what they
heard and share it with a partner. Invite volunteers to
share their summary with the rest of the class. Discuss

e Academic vocabulary: however (adv.),
important (adj.), study (v.)
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Guiding the Reading (cont.)

with the class how their summary answered the who,
what, when, where, or why of Antarctica.

Introduce the Comprehension Skill:
Make inferences / draw conclusions

e Explain to students that authors don’t always include
every detail in the words of a text because they want
readers to discover information on the basis of the
clues provided. Point out that by using the clues and
what they already know, readers can make a guess
about the text. Explain that this is called making an
inference or drawing a conclusion.

e Draw a three-column chart on the board. Label
the columns: Evidence from Text, What | Know,
What I Infer/Conclude. Explain to students that they
will be using clues from the text as well as what
they already know to make inferences and draw
conclusions while they are reading.

Vocabulary

Have students turn to the “Words to Know"” box on
the copyright page. Discuss each word with students.
Then, have students turn to the glossary on page 16.
Explain that the glossary provides definitions for the
vocabulary words in the book. Point out the use of
each content word and academic vocabulary word

in the book and then use each word in a different
model sentence. Have students work in groups to
create posters for these words. Have them include
on each poster the word, its part of speech, the
definition, the word in an example sentence, and

a picture illustrating the meaning of the word.

Set the Purpose

e Have students read to find out more about
Antarctica. Write the Focus Question on the board.
Invite students to look for evidence in the book to
support their answer to the question.

e Have students make a small question mark in their
book beside any word they do not understand or
cannot pronounce. These can be addressed in a
future discussion.

During Reading
Text-Dependent Questions
As students read the book, monitor their understanding

with the following questions. Encourage students to

support their answers by citing evidence from the book.

e Where is Antarctica located on a map of the world?
(level 1) page 4

e How is Antarctica’s weather different from the
weather on other continents? (level 1) page 6

e What makes Antarctica’s water unique? (level 1)
page 7
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e What do all of the plants and animals on Antarctica

have in common? (level 3) pages 9-10

e What are scientists studying in Antarctica?

Why might some of them only work in summer?
(level 2) pages 12-13

e Why is it important to study and protect

Antarctica? (level 3) page 15

Text Features: Captions

Review or explain to students that captions help the
reader clarify what is happening in a picture in a text.
Have students turn to page 5 and cover the caption.
Have them work with a partner to review the picture

and make guesses about what is happening in it. Then

have students uncover the caption and read about the
picture. Ask students: How does the caption help you

understand what is happening in the picture? How
does this caption give you more information than is
presented in the text? Why are captions an important
tool for labeling pictures? Have students review other

pictures in the book and discuss in groups how each

caption helped them better understand the picture.

Invite volunteers to share their thoughts with the rest
of the class.

Skill Review

e Remind students to continue summarizing what
they read, stopping after each section to answer
who, what, when, where, and why. Point out that it
is okay for summaries to be a little different as long
as all the questions have been answered and the
information is accurate.

e Model how to make inferences and draw
conclusions from the text.

Think-aloud: / know that authors don’t always explain
everything that happens in a text. However, | know |
can act like a detective and use clues from the pictures
and words to make inferences and draw conclusions.
On page 8, the author writes: The freezing weather

in Antarctica makes it a dangerous place to live. I'm
going to write this information under the Evidence
from Text column on the board since it came

straight from the text. | already know that freezing
temperatures can be dangerous for people, other
animals, and plants since life on Earth can’t survive

if the weather is too cold. So under the What | Know
column, I'm going to write: People, other animals,

and plants cannot survive if the weather is too cold.
Using these two pieces of information, | can infer that
Antarctica is the most dangerous place to live because
most people, other animals, and plants cannot survive
in its freezing weather. | will write this inference under
the What | Infer/Conclude column on the board.

e Hand out and explain the make-inferences / draw-
conclusions worksheet. Have students use evidence
from the text and what they already know to make
inferences and draw conclusions about Antarctica.
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Guiding the Reading (cont.)
After Reading

Ask students what words, if any, they marked in
their book. Use this opportunity to model how they
can read these words using decoding strategies and
context clues.

Skill Review

Graphic Organizer:
Make inferences / draw conclusions

Review the make-inferences/draw-conclusions
worksheet that students completed. Have students
share their work in groups. Invite volunteers to share
with the rest of the class the details they chose and why.
Remind students that making inferences and drawing
conclusions are ways to better understand a text.

Comprehension Extension

Discussion cards covering comprehension skills and
strategies not explicitly taught with the book are
provided to be used for extension activities.

Response to Focus Question

Have students cite specific evidence from the book
to answer the Focus Question. (Answers will vary.
Reasons should include characteristics that make
Antarctica different from the other continents.
Sample: Antarctica is the coldest and driest of the
seven continents. Scientists from around the world
are studying the plant and animal life as well as
the ice, which has been there for many years.)

Comprehension Checks
e Book quiz e Retelling rubric

Book Extension Activities

Build Skills

Phonological Awareness: Segment syllables

e Explain or review that a syllable is part of a
word. Explain to students that they can count
the syllables, or parts, of a word by clapping.
Demonstrate counting syllables with the word
continent, clapping at each syllable: con-ti-nent.
Explain that you clapped three times because there
are three parts, or syllables, in this word. Repeat
the process with the word Antarctica.

e Have students work in groups to discuss the
difference in the syllable segments of the words
cold and coldest. Point out that in the word coldest,
the suffix -est is a separate syllable.

e Check for understanding: Say the following words,
one at a time, and have students clap and count the
syllables: globe, bottom, years, seven, ago, weather,
plants, animals, winter, countries.
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Phonics: Initial consonant st-blends

Write the word study on the board and read
it aloud with students.

Have students say the /st/ sound. Then, run your
finger under the letters in the word study as
students say the whole word aloud. Ask students to
identify which letters represent the /st/ sound in the
word study. Repeat this process with the word stand.
Check for understanding: Write the following words
on the board, leaving off the initial consonant
st-blend: strong, stable, steam, stomach, stadium.
Invite volunteers to come to the board to add the
initial consonant st-blend.

Independent practice: Introduce, explain, and have
students complete the initial consonant st-blends
worksheet. If time allows, discuss their answers.

Grammar and Mechanics: Adjectives

Write the following sentence on the board: Antarctica
is the coldest continent. Ask students which word
describes the noun continent (coldest). Explain that
coldest describes the weather on the continent.

Point out to students that adjectives are words

that describe people, places, and things. Explain
that adjectives often come right before the person,
place, or thing.

Write this sentence from page 5 on the board: Since
then, we have learned a lot about this amazing
place. Have students circle the adjective (amazing)
and underline the noun it describes (place).

Check for understanding: Make a list of five nouns on
the board. Ask students to share with a partner five
adjectives that could describe each noun. Call on
volunteers to share their responses and write their
adjective next to the noun on the board.
Independent practice: Introduce, explain, and have
students complete the adjectives worksheet. If time
allows, discuss their answers.

Word Work: Boldface words

Have students turn to page 7 and point to the word
frozen. Have them discuss with a partner how the
word is different from other words on the page.
Call on volunteers to share their responses.

Explain to students that the word frozen is in boldface
print. Explain that boldface means the text is written
in darker print than the other words on the page.
Check for understanding: Have students work in pairs
to find and circle all examples of words in boldface
print in the text. Have them call out the number

of words they found. Have students explain to a
partner why some books use boldface print.

Connections

See the back of the book for cross-curricular
extension ideas.
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