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Focus Question:
How do firefighters help keep us safe?

Book Summary
Text Type: Nonfiction/Informational

Firefighters are important members of the community. Firefighters gives readers information
about these brave heroes, including the types of fires they fight, the equipment they use, and
the training they need to become firefighters. Detailed and colorful photographs will keep
students engaged with this exciting topic. This book can also be used to teach students how
to identify the main idea and details in a text as well as how to summarize information.

The book and lesson are also available for levels J and M.

Lesson Essentials

Instructional Focus

Q Connect to prior knowledge to better
understand text

Q Identify main idea and details

Q Understand the importance of photographs
QO Discriminate initial consonant sp-blend

Q Identify initial consonant sp-blend

Q Recognize and use plural nouns

Q Identify and use synonyms and antonyms

Materials
Q Book: Firefighters (copy for each student)

Q Main idea and details, plural nouns,
synonyms and antonyms worksheets

Q Discussion cards
Q Book quiz
Q Retelling rubric

Vocabulary

Boldface vocabulary words also appear

in a pre-made lesson for this title on

VocabularyA-Z.com. (*) words appear

in the lesson but not the book.

e High-frequency words: they, us, use

e Words to Know
Story critical: firefighters (n.),
helicopters (n.), machines (n.), masks (n.),
spray (v.), tools (n.)

e Academic vocabulary: detail (n.)*, idea (n.)%,

main (adj.)*
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Guiding the Reading

Before Reading

Build Background

¢ Place a photograph of a firetruck on the board.
Ask students if they have ever seen a firetruck or
firefighter, or heard the sound of a siren in their
community. Encourage students to share what
they know about firefighters and the work they
do with a partner.

e Write the word firefighter on the board, and draw
a box around it. Ask students to call out words that
describe firefighters, and create a word web with
these words on the board. Explain to students that
today’s book will teach them more about these
brave community heroes.

Introduce the Book

¢ Give students their copy of Firefighters. Guide them
to the front and back covers, and read the title.
Have students discuss what they see on the covers.
Encourage them to offer ideas as to what type of
book it is (genre, text type, and so on) and what
it might be about.

¢ Show students the title page. Discuss the information
on the page (title of book, author’s name).

Introduce the Reading Strategy:

Connect to prior knowledge

Explain to students that effective readers make
connections between what they already know and

new information they read. Point out that this is called
connecting to prior knowledge. Remind students that
thinking about what they already know will help them
better understand what they read. Have students follow
along as you read page 3 aloud. Ask students to think
about a time when they saw a firetruck or a firefighter.
Invite volunteers to share their connections with the rest
of the group. Discuss how their connections help them
better understand the story.
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Guiding the Reading (cont.)

Introduce the Comprehension Skill:
Main idea and details

e Explain to students that most books have a
main idea, or a general topic, that is the subject
of a book. Further explain that the extra
information or descriptions that help explain the
main idea are the details of the book. Point out
to students that the title of a book often provides
clues about the main idea.

e Have students discuss with a partner their
predictions about the main idea of this book. Invite
students to share their predictions with the class.
Come to a class consensus for a prediction of the
main idea of this book, such as firefighters help
keep us safe. Write the prediction on the board.

Vocabulary

Have students turn to the “Words to Know" box

on the copyright page. Point out that these words
can be found in the story and that understanding
the meaning of each word will help them better
understand what they read. Read the words aloud to
students and as a group, discuss the meaning of each
word. On the basis of the definitions discussed, have
students work in groups to illustrate each vocabulary
word on a poster. Have students share their posters
with the class.

Set the Purpose

e Have students read to find out more about
firefighters. Write the Focus Question on the
board. Invite students to look for evidence in the
book to support their answer to the question.

e Have students make a small question mark in their
book beside any word they do not understand or
cannot pronounce. These can be addressed in a
future discussion.

During Reading
Text-Dependent Questions
As students read the book, monitor their understanding

with the following questions. Encourage students to

support their answers by citing evidence from the book.

e What do firefighters do? (level 1) page 4

e How do firefighters use ladder trucks to save
people? (level 2) pages 5-6

e What tools and machines do firefighters use
to put out fires? (level 2) pages 7-9

e What is one thing firefighters learn in firefighting
school? (level 1) page 10

e Other than putting out fires, how do firefighters
help people? (level 1) page 11

e Why are firefighters important members
of a community? (level 3) multiple pages
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Text Features: Photographs

Explain to students that oftentimes in nonfiction
books, the author will include photographs,

or pictures taken with a camera, to help support

the text. Point out that photographs often help the
author’s words come to life and give readers a deeper
understanding of what they read. Have students look
at the photographs on page 4. Ask students: How do
these photographs help you better understand the
different types of fires that firefighters fight? How
would your understanding of these fires be different
if there were no photographs on this page? Have
students share their answers with the class. Repeat
with other photographs in the book.

Skill Review

¢ Direct students’ attention back to the class prediction
of the main idea on the board. Discuss whether or
not this main idea needs to be changed based on
the text or if it is correct as it is. Once a main idea
has been agreed upon, write it on the board.

e Explain to students that it is important to find
details that support the main idea of the book.

¢ Model identifying details that support the main
idea of the book.
Think-aloud: / know the overall main idea of this
book: firefighters help keep us safe. Since every
main idea needs details to support it, | will look for
details that explain or describe how firefighters keep
us safe. On page 5, | read: Ladder trucks help save
people. This is a detail that tells more about how
firefighters keep us safe: by saving people from fires.
1 will continue reading and looking for other details
that support the main idea of the book.

¢ Pass out the main-idea-and-details worksheet to
students. Have students write the main idea and four
details from the book that support the main idea.

After Reading

Ask students what words, if any, they marked in
their book. Use this opportunity to model how they
can read these words using decoding strategies and
context clues.

Skill Review

Graphic Organizer: Main idea and details
Review the main-idea-and-details worksheet that
students completed. Invite volunteers to share the
main idea and the details they chose.

Comprehension Extension

Discussion cards covering comprehension skills and
strategies not explicitly taught with the book are
provided to be used for extension activities.
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Guiding the Reading (cont.)

Response to Focus Question

Have students cite specific evidence from the book
to answer the Focus Question. (Answers will vary.
Sample: Firefighters help keep us safe by putting out
fires, saving people, preventing fires from starting,
and teaching people about fire safety. They use
special tools and equipment to do their jobs, and
they train in firefighting school to be able to do their
jobs properly.)

Comprehension Checks
e Book quiz e Retelling rubric

Book Extension Activities

Build Skills

Phonological Awareness:

Initial consonant sp-blend

e Say the word spray aloud to students, emphasizing
the initial /sp/ sound. Have students say the word
aloud and then say the /sp/ sound. Have students
practice saying the /sp/ sound to a partner.

¢ Say the following word pairs, and have students
identify the word in each pair that begins with the
/sp/ sound: spin/ton, point/spot, sports/swim,
fork/spoon.

e Check for understanding: Say the following words
one at a time, and have students give the thumbs-
up signal when they hear a word that begins with
the /sp/ sound: spill, snort, snail, spy, sponge, soccer,
silly, and sway.

Phonics: Initial consonant sp-blend

e \Write the word spray on the board, and read it
aloud with students.

e Have students say the /sp/ sound aloud. Then, run
your finger under the letters in the word spray as
students say the whole word aloud. Ask students
to identify which letters represent the /sp/ sound
in the word spray.

e Say the words spot and spit aloud, emphasizing
the initial sounds, and have students write the
words on a separate sheet of paper. Have students
compare their words with a partner’s, making sure
each word begins with the sp-blend

e Check for understanding: Write the following words
on the board, and invite volunteers to come to the
board and circle the words that begin with the
sp-blend and put a line through the words that
do not: spade, spout, stump, spin, sand, spaghetti,
speak, sell, and stop.
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Grammar and Mechanics: Plural nouns

Write the following sentence on the board: There
are many firefighters in our community. Explain
that a plural noun is a word that names more than
one person, place, or thing. Point out that the
letter Ss is usually added to the end of plural
nouns. Ask a volunteer to come to the board

and circle the plural noun in the sentence.

Have students read page 4 aloud with you. Ask
them to identify any plural nouns on the page.
Write several sentences on the board; use examples
that have easy-to-identify plural nouns. Invite
volunteers to come to the board and circle the
plural nouns in each sentence. Have the class say
the plural nouns aloud.

Check for understanding: Have students locate and
circle the plural nouns in the book. Have volunteers
share one plural noun they found with the rest of
the class.

Independent practice: Introduce, explain, and have
students complete the plural nouns worksheet.

If time allows, discuss their answers.

Word Work: Synonyms and antonyms

Write the word brave on the board. Ask students to
suggest a word that means almost the same thing
(unafraid, strong, and so on). Review or explain that
a word that means the same or almost the same as
another word is called a synonym. Ask students to
suggest a word that means the opposite of brave
(afraid, weak, and so on). Review or explain that

a word that means the opposite of another word

is called an antonym.

Check for understanding: Have students turn to

page 6 and circle the word high. Ask students

to suggest a synonym for high (tall, huge, and so
on). Ask students to suggest an antonym for high
(short, low, and so on).

Independent practice: Introduce, explain, and have
students complete the synonyms-and-antonyms
worksheet. If time allows, discuss their answers.

Connections

See the back of the book for cross-curricular
extension ideas.
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