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Reading A-Z

Focus Question:
Is this story real or fiction? How do you know?

Book Summary
Text Type: Fiction/Fantasy

When April’s dad surprises her with a pitcher plant, she names him Harold and learns all
about how to take care of him. She feeds him ants and spiders, but what Harold really wants
is a red jellybean! Will April share one with him? Harold the Hungry Plant is an engaging and
entertaining story filled with colorful illustrations and detailed sentences that make the story
come alive. The book can also be used to teach students how to make inferences and draw
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conclusions as well as to retell to better understand the story.

Lesson Essentials

Instructional Focus
0 Retell to understand text

Q Make inferences and draw conclusions using
clues found in the text

Q Understand the importance of illustrations
to enhance the text

Q Identify initial consonant p/-blend
0O Recognize and use quotation marks
Q Place words in alphabetical order

Materials

Q Book: Harold the Hungry Plant
(copy for each student)

Q Make inferences / draw conclusions,
pl-blend, alphabetical order worksheets

Q Discussion cards
Q Book quiz
Q Retelling rubric

Vocabulary

Boldface vocabulary words also appear

in a pre-made lesson for this title on

VocabularyA-Z.com.

e Words to Know
Story critical: insects (n.), jellybeans (n.),
ooze (v.), pitcher plant (n.), tank (n.),
tasty (adj.)

e Academic vocabulary: another (adj.),

became (v.), couple (n.)

Guiding the Reading

Before Reading

Build Background

¢ Place on the board pictures that show different
kinds of pets (for example, dogs, cats, bird, fish,
and so on). Make sure to also include a picture
of a plant.

e Ask students to raise their hand for each pet they
have, and tally up the totals on the board. When
you get to the picture of the plant, ask students if
anyone has a plant for a pet. Explain that they will
be reading a story about a girl who takes care of
her plant just like she would a pet.

Introduce the Book

¢ Give students their copy of Harold the Hungry
Plant. Guide them to the front and back covers and
read the title. Have students discuss what they see
on the covers. Encourage them to offer ideas as
to what type of book it is (genre, text type, and
so on) and what it might be about.

¢ Show students the title page. Discuss the
information on the page (title of book, author’s
name, illustrator’s name).

Introduce the Reading Strategy: Retell

Explain to students that engaged readers stop now
and then while they are reading to retell in their mind
what has happened so far in the story. Stopping to
retell the events of the story helps readers understand
and remember what they are reading. Explain that
when retelling a story or event, it is important that
the details are explained in order. Point out that
people retell stories as part of their daily lives, such

as what they did after school or what happened in

a game they just played. Use a book that the class

has recently read or a familiar story, and demonstrate
how to retell the events of the story in the correct
order. Invite volunteers to help you with the retelling.

Introduce the Comprehension Skill:
Make inferences / draw conclusions

e Explain to students that authors don’t always use
details to explain everything that happens in a book.
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Guiding the Reading (cont.)

Sometimes they give readers clues to figure out what

they didn’t explain specifically in the story. Discuss
how readers have to act like detectives and use
clues from the story and what they already know
to make a guess. Point out that this is called making
an inference or drawing a conclusion.

e Draw a three-column chart on the board. Label the
columns: Evidence from Text, What | Know, What
I Infer / Conclude. Explain to students that they
will be using clues from the text as well as what
they already know to make inferences and draw
conclusions while they are reading.

Vocabulary

Have students turn to the “Words to Know" box

on the copyright page. Point out that these words
can be found in the story and that understanding
the meaning of each word will help them better
understand what they read. Read the words aloud to
students and as a group, discuss the meaning of each
word. On the basis of the definitions discussed, have
students work in groups to illustrate each vocabulary
word on a poster. Have students share their posters
with the class.

Set the Purpose

¢ Have students read to find out if this story is real
or fiction. Write the Focus Question on the board.
Invite students to look for evidence in the book to
support their answer to the question.

e Have students make a small question mark in their
book beside any word they do not understand or
cannot pronounce. These can be addressed in a
future discussion.

During Reading
Text-Dependent Questions

As students read the book, monitor their understanding

with the following questions. Encourage students to

support their answers by citing evidence from the book.

e What makes April’s new plant unique? (level 1)
page 3

e What can you conclude about April after reading
page 5?7 (level 3) page 5

e What makes Harold wonder about how red
jellybeans taste? (level 2) pages 8-9

e What are some of the insects pitcher plants eat?
(level 2) multiple pages

e Why do you think April gave Harold a red
jellybean? (level 3) page 14

e How does Harold feel now that he gets to eat
jellybeans? (level 3) multiple pages
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Text Features: lllustrations

Explain to students that illustrations, or pictures
drawn by an illustrator, help enhance the story told
in the text. Have students look at the illustration on
page 4. Ask students: How does this illustration give

you more details about the story that aren’t given

in the words? How does this illustration help you
understand the emotions and feelings of April and
Harold in this part of the story? Have students review
other illustrations in the book and discuss in groups
how these illustrations provide more details about

April and Harold. Invite volunteers to share their ideas
with the class.

Skill Review

e Model for students how to retell what you have
read so far, and then have them stop at certain
points during the story to retell in their mind what
they have read. Have students retell the story from
the beginning to a partner. Listen to see whether
they include the events in detail and in the correct
order. Encourage students to use transition words,
such as first, next, then, and finally, when retelling
the story.

¢ Model making inferences and drawing conclusions.
Think-aloud: / know that authors don’t always use
details to explain everything that happens in a story.
But | know [ can act like a detective and use clues
from the pictures and words to make inferences and
draw conclusions. On page 3, | read that April’s dad
brought her a present called a pitcher plant. | know
that my parents used to bring me presents when
I was well-behaved and followed the rules, so from
this, | can infer that April is a good student who
follows the rules and makes good choices. | can also
infer that she is getting a present as a reward for
her behavior. Using clues from the book and what
| already know helps me make inferences and draw
conclusions while reading.

e Fill in this example inference using the three-
column cart on the board. Place students into
small groups and ask them to create inferences
on the basis of the following text evidence: April
read about taking care of Harold (page 5); April
collected insects for Harold to eat (page 6); April
gave Harold a red jellybean (page 14). Fill in these
examples on the board, and invite volunteers to
fill in the What | Know and What I Infer / Conclude
sections for each example. Discuss with students
how making inferences and drawing conclusions
helps them better understand the text.

¢ Model how to complete the making-inferences /
drawing-conclusions worksheet. Have students use
clues from the pictures and words in this story to
make inferences and draw conclusions.
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Guiding the Reading (cont.)
After Reading

Ask students what words, if any, they marked in their
book. Use this opportunity to model how they can read

these words using decoding strategies and context clues.

Skill Review

Graphic Organizer:
Make inferences / Draw conclusions

Review the make-inferences / draw-conclusions
worksheet that students completed. Have students
share their work in groups. Invite volunteers to share
their answers with the rest of the class. Ask students
to share how using clues from the story and what
they already know can help them make inferences
and draw conclusions while reading.

Comprehension Extension

Discussion cards covering comprehension skills and
strategies not explicitly taught with the book are
provided to be used for extension activities.

Response to Focus Question

Have students cite specific evidence from the book
to answer the Focus Question. (Answers will vary.
Sample: I know this is a fiction book because plants
cannot think or show emotions the way people can,
and they can’t eat jellybeans.)

Comprehension Checks
e Book quiz e Retelling rubric

Book Extension Activities
Build Skills

Phonics: Initial consonant pl-blend

e \Write the word plant on the board and read it
aloud with students.

e Have students say the /pl/ sound aloud. Then, run
your finger under the letters in the word plant as
students say the whole word aloud. Ask students
to identify which letters represent the /pl/ sound
in the word plant.

e Say the words plant and paint aloud, emphasizing
the initial sounds, and have students write the
words on a separate sheet of paper. Have students
compare their words with a partner’s. Reinforce
with students the p/-blend.

o Check for understanding: Write the following words
on the board, leaving off the initial consonant or
consonant blend: plastic, pick, played, and pet. Say
the first word aloud, and have students call out
whether the word begins with the letters p/ or just
p. Invite a volunteer to come to the board and add
the initial consonant or consonant blend. Repeat
with the remaining words.
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Independent practice: Introduce, explain, and have
students complete the p/-blend worksheet. If time
allows, discuss their answers.

Grammar and Mechanics: Quotation marks

Explain to students that quotation marks are marks
that go around the words that characters say in a
story. Have students make quotation marks in the
air as they say quotation marks with you.

Write the following sentence on the board: “This

is a special plant,” he told her. Invite a volunteer to
come to the board and circle the quotation marks
in the sentence.

Write another sentence on the board, this time
leaving out the quotation marks: April replied,
That’s cool. Ask a volunteer to come to the board
and add the quotation marks where they belong.
Point out to students that readers would get
confused if they did not see quotation marks
indicating someone is talking.

Check for understanding: Write several sample
sentences on the board, leaving out quotation
marks in each sentence. Have students work

with a partner to identify the correct location

of quotation marks for each sentence.

Word Work: Alphabetical order

Review or explain the process of putting a list

of words in alphabetical order.

Write the words plant, insect, and pitcher on paper
and display them on the board. Discuss how to

put these words in alphabetical order, reminding
students to look at the first letter in each word.
Explain that if the first letter is the same, students
will have look at the second letter, and so on. Have
a volunteer move the words into the correct order.

Put students into small groups, and give each group
the following six words: ooze, jellybeans, tank, tasty,
Harold, and April. Have students work together

to put these words in alphabetical order. Invite
volunteers from each group to share their answers.

Check for understanding: Write the words worm,
ant, spider, ate, and wanted on the board. Have
students write the words in alphabetical order on
a separate sheet of paper and share their answers
with a partner.

Independent practice: Introduce, explain, and

have students complete the alphabetical order
worksheet. If time allows, discuss their answers.

Connections

See the back of the book for cross-curricular
extension ideas.

© Learning A-Z All rights reserved.

www.readinga-z.com



