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Lesson Plan How Many Wheels?
About the Book

LEVELED READER » C

How Many Wheels? Text Type: Nonfiction/Informational Page Count: 10 Word Count: 50

Book Summary

How Many Wheels? is about a variety of objects that have different
T ~ numbers of wheels. Familiar items are paired with ones students

3 may not recognize to help them connect with number words. The
book poses a question that encourages higher-level thinking skills.

w5y Gerold Masley Hopkins

About the Lesson

Targeted Reading Strategy
e Connect to prior knowledge

Objectives

e Use the reading strategy of making connections to life experiences and using prior knowledge
to understand informational text

e (lassify text information

¢ Orally differentiate initial sounds

¢ |dentify adjectives

e Associate the letter Mm with the sound /m/
e Recognize number words

Materials
Green text indicates resources available on the website

e Book—How Many Wheels? (copy for each student)

e Chalkboard or dry erase board

e Word journal (optional)

¢ Classify information, phonics, number words worksheets
e Discussion cards

e_i Indicates an opportunity for students to mark in the book. (All activities may
be demonstrated by projecting the book on interactive whiteboard or completed
with paper and pencil if books are reused.)

Vocabulary
¢ High-frequency words: have, many, some

¢ Content words:
Story critical: four (adj.), move (v.), one (adj.), three (adj.), two (adj.), wheels (n.)

Before Reading

Build Background

¢ Show students a picture of a bicycle (or another vehicle with wheels). Have them describe
what they see. Emphasize the number of wheels on the vehicle.

e Have students tell about things they are aware of or have ridden in that have wheels.
Record these on a chart. Talk about the number of wheels that each of the things have.
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Book Walk

Introduce the Book

¢ Show students the front and back covers of the book. Tell students the title is How Many Wheels?
Ask students to name what is on the front cover. Ask if they can tell where the vehicle is (sand,
water). Tell students that the thing with wheels on the back cover is a cart that can be pulled by
a horse. Ask what other kinds of things they think the cart might be attached to (donkey, oxen,
big dog). Ask students what kinds of things with wheels they might read about in the book and
if they think they may have ridden in or on any of them.

¢ Show students the title page. Talk about the information that is written on the page (title of
book, author’s name). Ask students whether the type of motorcycle and sidecar in the picture
is familiar to them and how many wheels it has (3).

Introduce the Reading Strategy: Connect to prior knowledge

¢ Tell students that knowing something about the topic of the book they want to read helps them
understand and remember what they are reading.

¢ Think-aloud: / can predict that this book is going to be about things that have wheels by looking
at the pictures on the front and back covers. My brother used to have a 4-wheeler like the one
on the front cover. It was fun to ride. I’'ve only seen pictures of carts like the one on the back
cover. (Comments should be tailored to fit personal experience).

e Encourage students to make connections with what they read in the story and what they already
know or have experienced with things with wheels.

¢ As students read, encourage them to use other reading strategies in addition to the targeted
strategy presented in this section.

Introduce the Vocabulary

¢ Go through each page of the book with the students. Talk about the photographs and use the
vocabulary they will encounter in the text. Ask the students to talk about what they see in each
picture. Name each item that the students don’t know. Reinforce the sentence pattern. For
example, have students look at page 4 and ask: How many wheels do these things have? Yes,
some things have one wheel.

e Ask a student to use your copy of the book to show the other students where they should start
reading and in which direction they should go as they read.

¢ Reinforce new vocabulary and word-attack strategies by modeling how students might read
unfamiliar words. For example, ask students to point to the picture of the wheel on page 4.
Ask students to tell how many wheels they see (one). Have students say the word wheel and
say the sound they hear at the beginning of the word. Ask students to say the sound they hear
at the end of the word. Ask students to find the word on page 5 and explain how they know
that the word is wheels. Point out that the ending sound of this word is different because it
means more than one wheel. Ask students to look at the picture and decide if the word wheels
makes sense. Reinforce that they can use the beginning letters of the words and the picture clues
to read the word wheels.

¢ Repeat with other vocabulary words if necessary. Remind students to check if the word makes
sense by looking at the picture and rereading the sentence.

Set the Purpose
o Tell students that as they read to think about what they already know about things with wheels.

During Reading
Student Reading

¢ Guide the reading: Give students their books and tell them to read to the end of page 5. Tell
students to reread the pages if they finish before everyone else.
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Lesson Plan (continued) How Many Wheels?

¢ When they have finished, ask students what things they read about that have one wheel or two
wheels. Model connecting life experiences and using prior knowledge: One time when I was at
the circus, I saw a clown riding a unicycle. That’s a cycle like this one that has only one wheel.
The clown’s unicycle was very tall and painted pink. I've seen a bicycle like this, too. Because
I have seen a unicycle before, I already know how many wheels it has.

e Continue the discussion by asking students to tell about the things they have seen that have
the same number of wheels as something they have read about in the book.

e Tell students to read the remainder of the story.

j Have students make a small question mark in their book beside any word they do not
understand or cannot pronounce. These can be addressed in the discussion that follows.

After Reading

o Ask students what words, if any, they marked in their book. Use this opportunity to model
how they can read these words using decoding strategies and context clues.

Reflect on the Reading Strategy

¢ Reinforce how using what they already know about things with wheels helped them read
and understand the book.

Teach the Comprehension Skill: Classify information

¢ Introduce and model: Have students think about the previous discussion about things that have
wheels. Direct students’ attention to the chart (made while building background) that lists the
things they knew about. Explain that all of these things belong to a big group called “things with
wheels.” Have students look at the pictures on page 4. Tell students that these things belong to a
group called “things with one wheel.” Explain to students that this is a small group because most
things have more than one wheel.

e Check for understanding: Have students look at the pictures on page 5. Ask them to tell what group
these items belong to (things with 2 wheels). Ask students if they can think of other things that
belong to this group (motorcycle, horse-drawn buggy).

¢ Discussion: Point out that there are many types of items with four wheels and that they can
be put into different “four wheels” groups. Have students look at page 7 and suggest groups
that four wheels might be put in (cars, trucks, buses). Have students look at page 10 and read
the sentences with them. Ask them what kind of group they could make for the sled and the
snowmobile (no wheels). Ask students to think of other things that do not have wheels but still
move (all kinds of boats, skis, ice skates). Discuss how the sled and snowmobile move.

¢ Independent practice: Tell students to complete the classify information worksheet. Discuss their
responses.

e_i Extend the discussion: Instruct students to use the last page of their book to draw a picture of
an object with wheels. Have them copy the word from the book that tells the number of wheels
their object has. Ask students to share their pictures with the group.

Build Skills

Phonological Awareness: Sound discrimination

e Have students listen carefully as you say three words: man, map, hat. Repeat the words and have
students tell you which two words start with the same sound. If students cannot identify the
two words, repeat the group of words and then tell them that man and map start with the same
sound. Emphasize the /m/ sound as you say the words.

¢ Tell students you are going to say groups of words one group at a time. They are to listen carefully
and tell you which two words in each group start with the same sound. Say the following words:
pinicat/pat; not/lnamelmiss; ballldog/dip; fun/fat/lip; moon/see/much; bearlbig/pig, gumljet/goat.
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Lesson Plan (continued) How Many Wheels?

Phonics: Initial and final Mm

e \Write the letter Mm on the board and have students name the letter. Tell students that the letter
m stands for the /m/ sound.

e \Write the words mop and gum on the board, and point out the letter m at the beginning of mop
and at the end of gum. Explain that the letter m can be found at the beginning of some words
and at the end of other words.

* Model sounding out the word mop as you run your finger under the word. Hold each sound for
a full second and then blend the sounds together: /mmmm/ /oooo/ /p/: mop. Have students sound
out the word with you. Repeat with the word gum.

e Write the following words on the board and have students sound them out with you as you run
your finger under the letters: mat, ham, bum, man, map.

e Explain the phonics worksheet, modeling an example for them.

Grammar and Mechanics: Adjectives

¢ Write the following sentence on the board: Some things have one wheel. Explain that some
words are used to tell what something else is like. Circle the words one and wheel. Explain that
the word one is a word that tells how many wheels there are.

e Have students turn to page 5 in the book. Tell them to put their finger on the word that tells
how many wheels the bicycle and cart have. Repeat for pages 6 and 7.

¢ Have students turn to page 8 and read the sentence with them. Tell them that the word many
is used to tell how many wheels are on the bus and the truck. Have students look at page 9. Tell
them to put their finger on the word that tells about the wheels on the train and the earthmover.

Word Work: Number words

e Give students the number words worksheet. Have them draw pictures of things to represent
each number.

Build Fluency

Independent Reading

¢ Allow students to read their book independently. Additionally, partners can take turns reading
parts of the book to each other.

Home Connection
¢ Give students their book to take home to read with parents, caregivers, siblings, or friends.

e Give students their worksheets to take home. They can complete them with the help of their
parents, caregivers, siblings, or friends.

Extend the Reading
Writing Connection

Write the following sentence on the board: Some things have four wheels. Ask students to think
of things they've talked about that have four wheels. Tell them to select one, write a sentence,
and draw a picture about it. Display on a bulletin board titled These things have four wheels.

Math Connection

Have students look around the room to find one, two, three, four, and many things. For example, the
classroom might have one door. There might be two windows. Expand the activity by having students
group items of one, two, three, and four, such as one book, two pieces of chalk, or three books.
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Lesson Plan (continued) How Many Wheels?

Skill Review

Discussion cards covering comprehension skills and strategies not explicitly taught with the book
are provided as an extension activity. The following is a list of some ways these cards can be used
with students:

e Use as discussion starters for literature circles.

¢ Have students choose one or more cards and write a response, either as an essay
or as a journal entry.

e Distribute before reading the book and have students use one of the questions
as a purpose for reading.

e Cut apart and use the cards as game cards with a board game.

e Conduct a class discussion as a review before the book quiz.

Assessment

Monitor students to determine if they can:

¢ tell how the things in the book are like things they have seen

e put the items in the book into groups according to their attributes
¢ tell which two words in each group start with the same sound

e associate the /m/ sound with the letter m and read simple CVC words that contain initial
and final /m/ sounds

¢ demonstrate an understanding that some words tell about other words by identifying
adjectives in the text

¢ recognize number words and label items they draw with the correct number of wheels

Comprehension Checks
¢ Book Quiz
¢ Retelling Rubric
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