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Instructions: Read each question carefully and choose the best answer.

1.

The ancient Romans named Mars
after their god of

® light
planets
© war

@ solar systems

How are Mars and Earth similar?
® They are both red.
They are the same size.

© They have the same amount
of water.

(@ They both have polar ice caps.

What did the Mariner 4
spacecraft discover about the
channels on Mars in the 1960s?

® The channels were
actually canyons.

The channels were
actually rivers.

© The channels were
actually canals.

(@ The channels were
actually volcanoes.
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4. What causes the heavy dust

storms on Mars?
@ the red color
the dry soil and lack of water

© the planet’'s many deep
channels

@ the planet’s thick atmosphere

. Ayear on Mars is longer

than a year on Earth
because

@® Mars is closer to the Sun

Mars is farther away from
the Sun

© Mars is larger than Earth
@ Mars is smaller than Earth

Quick Check continued on following page
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6. How did scientists learn what
causes Mars to appear red?

@® They used high-definition
telescopes.

They looked at close-up
pictures taken by Mariner 4.

© They looked at information
from samples of the surface
taken by Viking 2.

(@ They sent astronauts to
collect soil samples to send
back to Earth.

7. Which spacecraft was the first to
land on the surface of Mars?

® Mariner
Viking
© Pathfinder
@ Curiosity
8. Why do scientists use rovers
to study Mars?

@® to explore the surface
of the planet

to better understand
the orbit of Mars

© to protect other spacecraft
from microbes

@ to cross the large
saltwater lakes
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9. How are Earth and Mars
different?

@ Only Mars has clay on
its surface.

Only Earth has methane gas.
© Only Mars has iron in the soil.

@ Only Earth has an atmosphere
that can filter the Sun’s rays.

10. What is the author’s purpose for
writing Mysterious Mars?

@® to entertain readers about a
mystery that was solved
on Mars

to inform readers about
information scientists have
learned about Mars

© to answer a question about
why Mars is red

@ to describe the spacecraft
that study Mars

11. Extended Response: Why is
Earth better able than Mars
to support life?
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Main Comprehension Skill: Cause and Effect

. @ Main Idea and Details

. @ Compare and Contrast

. Cause and Effect
. Cause and Effect
6. (© Main Idea and Details
7. Sequence Events
8. ® Vocabulary
0. @ Compare and Contrast
10. Author’s Purpose

11. Answers will vary. Example: The
thin atmosphere on Mars can’t
filter the Sun’s harmful rays.
Temperatures on Mars are very
cold. On Mars, there is likely no
water to drink. Also, there are
no plants or animals, so there
is nothing to eat.
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3. ® Main Idea and Details
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