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Focus Question:

What are some ways that animals defend themselves?

Book Summary
Text Type: Nonfiction/Informational

In the wild, predators eat prey—but the prey doesn’t wait around to be eaten! Animals Defenses
provides students a comprehensive look at the many different ways animals defend themselves,
including claws, teeth, spikes, and more. Detailed photographs and an engaging topic will inspire
students to compare and contrast these different animal defenses. The book can also be used to
teach students how to connect to prior knowledge to better understand the text.

Lesson Essentials

Instructional Focus

Q Connect to prior knowledge
to understand text

0O Compare and contrast information in a text

Q Understand the importance of photographs
to enhance the text

Q Identify initial consonant b/-blend
Q0 Recognize and use adjectives
Q Place words in alphabetical order

Materials

Q Book: Animal Defenses
(copy for each student)

QO Compare and contrast, adjectives,
alphabetical order worksheets

Q Discussion cards

Q Book quiz

Q Retelling rubric

Vocabulary

Boldface vocabulary words also appear
in a pre-made lesson for this title on
VocabularyA-Z.com.

e Words to Know
Story critical: blending (v.), distracts (v.),
poison (n.), predators (n.), prey (n.),
venom (n.)
e Academic vocabulary: difficult (adj.),
enough (adv.), example (n.), protect (v.),
release (v.), same (adj.)
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Guiding the Reading

Before Reading

Build Background

¢ Place a photograph of a dog on the board. Ask
students to turn to a partner and share everything
they know about dogs. Invite volunteers to share
their answers with the class.

e Ask students to imagine that the dog is in danger
of being harmed by another animal. How would
the dog defend itself? Discuss different ways the
dog might defend itself. Explain that today, they
will be reading about how different animals
defend themselves in different ways.

Introduce the Book

¢ Give students their copy of Animal Defenses.
Guide them to the front and back covers, and
read the title. Have students discuss what they
see on the covers. Encourage them to offer ideas
as to what type of book it is (genre, text type,
and so on) and what it might be about.

¢ Show students the title page. Discuss the information
on the page (title of book, author’s name).

¢ Preview the table of contents on page 3. Remind
students that the table of contents provides an
overview of the book. Ask students what they
expect to read about in the book, on the basis
of what they see in the table of contents.
(Accept all answers that students can justify.)

Introduce the Reading Strategy:
Connect to prior knowledge

Explain to students that effective readers make
connections between what they already know and
new information they read, which is called connecting
to prior knowledge. Remind them that thinking about
what they already know about a topic of a book will
help them better understand what they read. Read
the title of this book, and ask students to look at

the front cover. Invite volunteers to share what they
already know about this topic, on the basis of the title
and cover picture.
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Guiding the Reading (cont.)

Introduce the Comprehension Skill:
Compare and contrast

e Explain to students that readers better understand
a concept when they compare and contrast
information in a book. Explain that to compare,
readers look at how things are alike and to
contrast, readers look at how they are different.

e Refer back to the photograph of the dog on the
board. Draw a Venn diagram on the board. Label
one side dog and the other side human. Ask students
to think of ways they are like the dog and ways they
are different from the dog. Record this information
in the appropriate places on the Venn diagram.

Vocabulary

Have students turn to the “Words to Know"” box on
the copyright page. Discuss each word with students.
Then, have students turn to the glossary on page 16.
Explain that the glossary provides definitions for the
vocabulary words in the book. Point out the use of
each content word and academic vocabulary word
in the book, and then use each word in a different
model sentence. Have students work in groups to
create posters for these words. Have them include
on each poster the word and its part of speech, the
definition, the word in an example sentence, and

a picture illustrating the meaning of the word.

Set the Purpose

e Have students read to find out more about animal
defenses. Write the Focus Question on the board.
Invite students to look for evidence in the book to
support their answer.

e Have students make a small question mark in their
book beside any word they do not understand or
cannot pronounce. These can be addressed in a
future discussion.

During Reading
Text-Dependent Questions
As students read the book, monitor their understanding
with the following questions. Encourage students to
support their answers by citing evidence from the book.
* Why do animals need ways to defend themselves?
(level 3) page 4
* How are hedgehogs and porcupines similar?
How are they different? (level 2) page 6
* How do readers know the king cobra’s venom
is a powerful defense? (level 1) page 8
e What makes camouflage an effective defense
for some animals? (level 3) page 11
e Why would a zebra traveling alone be in more
danger than a zebra traveling with a herd? (level 3)
page 12
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e What do all of the animals in this book have
in common? (level 3) multiple pages

Text Features: Photographs

Explain that photographs, or pictures taken with a
camera, help readers know exactly what something
looks like. Emphasize that photographs can help
readers better compare and contrast details from the
text. Have students look at the photographs on pages
4 and 5. Ask students: How does the photograph on
page 4 allow you to clearly see how a shark defends
itself? How is this different from the photograph on
page 5, which shows how a cat defends itself? Invite
volunteers to share their ideas with the class. Have
students find other photographs in the book that
show clearly how animals defends themselves, and
ask them to discuss in groups how the details in these
photographs can be used to compare and contrast.
Invite volunteers to share their ideas with the class.

Skill Review

e Model for students how you connect with prior
knowledge as you read. Discuss animals that
students are familiar with and ways those
animals defend themselves.

e Have students stop now and then to compare
and contrast the animals in the book.

e Model comparing and contrasting.
Think-aloud: Different animals defend themselves
in different ways. | can compare and contrast the
animals in this book to help me better understand
their defenses. For example, lions defend
themselves by using their sharp teeth and claws,
while dead-leaf butterflies defend themselves
by blending into their environment. Both animals
defend themselves, but they do so in different
ways that work best for them. Comparing and
contrasting these two animals helps me better
understand and remember the information
presented in this book.

¢ Model how to complete the compare-and-contrast
worksheet. Have students compare and contrast
two animals from this book using a Venn diagram.

After Reading

Ask students what words, if any, they marked in
their book. Use this opportunity to model how they
can read these words using decoding strategies and
context clues.

Skill Review

Graphic Organizer: Compare and contrast
Review the compare-and-contrast worksheet that
students completed. Have students share their work
in groups. Invite volunteers to share their answers
with the rest of the class. Ask students to share how
comparing and contrasting helped them better
understand the information presented in this book.
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Guiding the Reading (cont.)

Comprehension Extension

Discussion cards covering comprehension skills and
strategies not explicitly taught with the book are
provided to be used for extension activities.

Response to Focus Question

Have students cite specific evidence from the book to
answer the Focus Question. (Answers will vary. Sample:
There are many ways animals defend themselves,
including: teeth, claws, spikes, venom, poison,
camouflage, playing dead, and distracting predators.)

Comprehension Checks
e Book quiz e Retelling rubric

Book Extension Activities
Build Skills

Phonics: Initial consonant bl-blend

e Write the vocabulary word blending on the board,
and read it aloud with students.

e Have students say the /bl/ sound aloud. Then, run
your finger under the letters in the word blending
as students say the whole word aloud. Ask students
to identify which letters represent the /bl/ sound in
the word blending.

e Say the words blending and becoming aloud,
emphasizing the initial sounds, and have students
write the words on a separate sheet of paper. Have
students compare their words with a partner’s. Be
sure students identify that the words have different
initial sounds. Reinforce with students the b/- blend.

e Check for understanding: Write the following words
on the board, leaving off the initial consonant or
consonant blend: blame, blow, bite, blink, box, and
back. Say the first word aloud, and have students
call out whether the word begins with the b/ blend
or just b. Invite a volunteer to come to the board
and add the initial consonant or consonant blend.
Repeat with the remaining words.

Grammar and Mechanics: Adjectives

e Review with students that adjectives are words
that describe nouns and pronouns. Explain that an
adjective tells which one, how many, or what kind
and helps the reader form a clear mental picture of
the writer’s words.
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e Write the word shark on the board. Have students
turn to a partner and discuss adjectives that would
describe a shark, such as dangerous, large, strong,
and so on. Invite volunteers to use each adjective in
a complete sentence, and record this information
on the board. Identify and circle the adjective in
each sentence.

o Check for understanding: Have students reread the
book with a partner and circle every adjective they
can find. Then ask them to share with their partner
which noun or pronoun that adjective is describing.

e Independent practice: Introduce, explain, and have
students complete the adjectives worksheet. If
time allows, discuss their answers.

Word Work: Alphabetical order

e Review or explain the process of putting a list
of words in alphabetical order.

e Write the words predators, prey, and venom on
paper, and display them on the board. Discuss how
to put these words in alphabetical order, reminding
students to look at the first letter in each word. Point
out that if the first letter is the same, students will
need to compare the second letter, and so on. Have
a volunteer move the words into the correct order.

e Put students into small groups, and give each group
the following six words: animals, claws, poison, crab,
blend, and spikes. Have students work together
to put these words in alphabetical order. Invite
volunteers from each group to share their answers.

e Check for understanding: Write the words shark,
camouflage, defenses, quills, and spider on
the board. Have students write the words in
alphabetical order on a separate sheet of paper
and share their answers with a partner.

¢ Independent practice: Introduce, explain, and
have students complete the alphabetical order
worksheet. If time allows, discuss their answers.

Connections

¢ See the back of the book for cross-curricular
extension ideas.
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