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Focus Question:

J I'm the Small One

AEVELED Book « #

What does the main character learn about herself in this story? I'S"r‘n _ta_lllle
Book Summary _Onept

Text Type: Fiction/Realistic

I’m the Small One is the story of Sophie, a second-grader who feels frustrated because she is
so small. After hating her size and failing in her attempts to grow faster, she finally learns that
being small has its good points. Colorful illustrations and a funny storyline will help students
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learn this powerful lesson of self-acceptance—and even self-love. Students will also be able to | = yé

identify the narrative point of view and retell to better understand the story.
The book and lesson are also available for levels J and M.

Lesson Essentials

Instructional Focus
Q Retell to understand text
Q Identify narrative point of view
0 Understand information provided
by the glossary
Q Identify silent letters

Q Identify and use proper nouns that
name people
Q Understand content vocabulary

Materials
Q Book: I’m the Small One
(copy for each student)
Q Narrative point of view, silent letters,
proper nouns: names of people worksheets

Q Discussion cards
Q Book quiz
Q Retelling rubric

Vocabulary

Boldface vocabulary words also appear
in a pre-made lesson for this title on
VocabularyA-Z.com.

e Words to Know
Story critical: advantages (n.), audience (n.),
audition (n.), grand finale (n.), limbs (n.),
rehearsals (n.)
Enrichment: deliver (v.), emerged (v.),
posture (n.)

e Academic vocabulary: entire (adj.),

explain (v.), fact (n.), role (n.), show (n.),
underneath (prep.)

Guiding the Reading

Before Reading

Build Background

¢ Ask students if they’ve ever felt different from those
around them. Have students discuss their experiences
with a partner. How did it make them feel?

e Have each student draw a picture of him- or herself
on a sheet of paper. Ask students to label one thing
that makes them different from their classmates.
Invite volunteers to share their picture with the
rest of the class.

Introduce the Book

e Give students their copy of I’'m the Small One.
Guide them to the front and back covers and read
the title. Have students discuss what they see on
the covers. Encourage them to offer ideas as to
what type of book it is (genre, text type, and
so on) and what it might be about.

¢ Show students the title page. Discuss the
information on the page (title of book, author’s
name, illustrator’s name).

Introduce the Reading Strategy: Retell

Explain to students that they will better understand
and remember what they read when they stop every
now and then to retell in their mind what is happening
in the story. Point out that when someone is retelling
a story, he or she retells the important details using
information from both the words and the pictures.
Remind students that it is important to retell the
details in the correct order, so when they are reading
a story, it is important to remember the order in which
things happen. Use an everyday example, such as
getting ready for bed, to demonstrate how to retell

a story in the correct order. Then, invite students to
retell to a partner, such as how they get ready for
school or what they do on the weekends.

Introduce the Comprehension Skill:
Story elements: Identify narrative point of view

e Explain to students that every story is told from
someone’s point of view. Explain that the narrative
point of view is the perspective from which a story
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Guiding the Reading (cont.)

is told. Point out that the two common points of view
are: first-person point of view and third-person point
of view. Write these as column headings on the board.

e Explain to students that in a first-person story, the
narrator, who is often the main character, is telling
the story to the reader. Discuss how the author uses
words such as /, my, and me when the main character
is referring to him- or herself. Write these clue words
under the first-person heading on the board.

e Point out to students that in a third-person story, the
narrator is not a character in the story. Discuss how
the voice telling the story appears to be describing
the events from an outsider’s perspective. Point out
that the author uses words such as he, she, her, and
him when referring to characters. Write these clue
words under the third-person heading on the board.

e Review with students a book the class has
previously read. Have students work in groups to
determine the character point of view, and guide
students to a class consensus.

e Model and discuss the narrative-point-of-view
worksheet.

Vocabulary

Have students turn to the “Words to Know” box on
the copyright page. Discuss each word with students.
Then, have students turn to the glossary on page 16.
Explain that the glossary provides definitions for the
vocabulary words in the book. Point out the use of
each content word and academic vocabulary word

in the book, and then use each word in a different
model sentence. Have students work in groups to
create posters for these words. Have them include
on each poster the word and its part of speech, the
definition, the word in an example sentence, and

a picture illustrating the meaning of the word.

Set the Purpose

¢ Have students read to find out what the girl learns
about herself in the story. Write the Focus Question
on the board. Invite students to look for evidence in
the book to support their answer to the question.

e Have students make a small question mark in their
book beside any word they do not understand or
cannot pronounce. These can be addressed in a
future discussion.

During Reading

Text-Dependent Questions

As students read the book, monitor their understanding

with the following questions. Encourage students to

support their answers by citing evidence from the book.

e How does being small negatively impact Sophie’s
life? (level 2) pages 3-6

J I'm the Small One

e How did Casey’s grandmother hurt Sophie’s
feelings? (level 1) page 6

* What did Sophie do to try to make herself taller?
Why didn’t those things work? (level 3) page 7

e Where does Sophie get her small size from?
(level 1) page 8

e How does Sophie feel about her role in the school
play? How does she act because of this? (level 2)
pages 10-12

e What would have happened if Sophie had not been
small enough to save Prince? (level 3) pages 13-14

e What does Sophie mean when she said, “I guess
every dog has its day”? (level 3) page 15

Text Features: Glossary

Explain that a glossary defines the words that are in
the story and that it can be used like a dictionary. Have
students turn to page 16 and review the glossary. Ask
students: What do you notice about the order of the
vocabulary words? What is the definition of the word
audition? What part of speech is deliver? On what page
can you find the word posture? Place students into
small groups, and give each group a set of the glossary
words written on cards. Have groups work together to
place the words in the correct order, discuss each word'’s
part of speech, and locate each word in the book.

Skill Review

e Model for students how you retell as you read,
and direct them to stop at several points during the
reading to think of specific details from the text.

¢ Model how to determine the narrative point of view.
Think-aloud: As I read this story, | know | want to
determine the narrative point of view. | know that
a first-person story is told from the main character’s
point of view and uses words such as |, me, and my.

I know a third-person story is told by a narrator that
is not one of the characters and uses words such as
he, she, him, and her. | know this story is told from

a first-person point of view because the author uses
words such as my, |, and me when Sophie is referring
to herself. | also notice that Sophie is sharing her
thoughts and opinions throughout the story, which
is typical in first-person point of view stories, since
we (the readers) have access to the character’s
private thoughts, feelings, and emotions.

e (Circle the heading first-person point of view on the
board. Have students discuss in groups what other
details in the story show that this story is told from the
first-person point of view. Then, have them talk about
what information might be different if the story were
not told from her perspective. Call on volunteers to
share their ideas with the class, and have students
finish their narrative-point-of-view worksheet.
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Guiding the Reading (cont.)
After Reading

Ask students what words, if any, they marked in their
book. Use this opportunity to model how they can read

these words using decoding strategies and context clues.

Skill Review

Graphic Organizer: Narrative point of view
Review the narrative-point-of-view worksheet. Have
students share their work in groups. Invite volunteers
to share with the rest of the class. Remind students
that determining the character point of view is an
important way to better understand the story.

Comprehension Extension

Discussion cards covering comprehension skills and
strategies not explicitly taught with the book are
provided for extension activities.

Response to Focus Question

Have students cite specific evidence from the book
to answer the Focus Question. (Answers will vary
somewhat. Sample: The main character learns that
being small really can have its perks.. She realized
she should love and accept herself for who she

is and not wish to be someone else.)

Comprehension Checks
e Book quiz e Retelling rubric

Book Extension Activities

Build Skills

Phonics: Silent letters

e Write the word itchy on the board, and read
it aloud with students.

e Point to the letter t, and say the /t/ sound aloud.
Ask students if they hear the /t/ sound when the
word itchy is read aloud.

e Explain to students that some consonants are silent,

meaning they are not pronounced when saying
the word. Remind students that a consonant is any

letter that is not a vowel. Have students look at the

word whimpered on page 13. Have students share
with a partner which consonant is silent.

e Check for understanding: Write the following words
on the board, and have students read them aloud
with you: comb, knee, limbs, match, and ghost.
Ask volunteers to come to the board and circle
the silent consonant in each word.

¢ Independent practice: Introduce, explain, and have
students complete the silent letters worksheet.

If time allows, discuss their answers.

J I'm the Small One

Grammar and Mechanics:
Proper nouns: Names of people

Write the following sentence on the board: Mrs.
Alvarez’s dog, Prince, played the dog role. Read the
sentence aloud. Explain that a word that names a
person is called a proper noun and that it must be
capitalized. Point out that Mrs. Alvarez is the name
of the teacher and that Prince is the name of the
dog, so both Mrs. Alvarez and Prince are proper
nouns and must be capitalized.

Explain that not all sentences require a proper
noun, but all proper nouns must start with a capital
letter no matter their position in the sentence.
Write the following sentence on the board: Let’s
ask the Fairy Queen. Explain to students that even
though Fairy Queen is an imaginary person, it must
be capitalized because it is a name.

Have students work in pairs to find all the names of
people in the story and circle them in the text. Have
students explain to their partner why the names of
people are capitalized, even if they are not the first
word in the sentence.

Check for understanding: Have students write

their own sentence using a proper noun to name

a person and share with a partner what letter or
letters need to be capitalized.

Independent practice: Introduce, explain, and have
students complete the proper-nouns-names-of-people
worksheet. If time allows, discuss their answers.

Word Work: Content vocabulary

Explain to students that understanding the
definitions of the words they read will help them
better comprehend the meaning of the story. Have
students turn to page 8 in the book and locate the
word advantages. Remind students that the word is
in boldface print because the meaning of this word is
important. Explain how authors include challenging
words to expand the reader’s vocabulary.

Have students read the sentence aloud: Besides,
being small has its advantages. In partners, have
students discuss the meaning of the word on the
basis of how it sounds in the sentence. Call on
volunteers to share.

Have students turn to the glossary on page 16

and read to a partner the definition of the word
advantages.

Check for understanding: Have students work in pairs
to define one of the content words from the story
and share with the class.

Connections

See the back of the book for cross-curricular
extension ideas.
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